
 
23 Rathfon Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4C 5B6 (416) 451–8315 

 
The Ontario Autism Coalition is a non-profit Ontario corporation dedicated to advocacy and political action on behalf of people with autism. 

www.ontarioautismcoalition.com 

 
For Immediate Release 

January 21, 2020 
 

Ontario Autism Coalition Announces 2020 Board of Directors 
 

The OAC is growing and evolving as an organization in order to better serve and represent the Ontario Autism 
Community. 2019 was tumultuous year for the Autism community in Ontario. The Ford government’s destruction of 
the Ontario Autism Program left many families in crisis, without any direction for the future. As part of our ongoing 
efforts to tackle these immense challenges, the OAC has elected a new Board of Directors for 2020. The new 
board reflects the OAC’s commitment to bringing together advocates from across the province, from a wide variety 
of backgrounds, to ensure representation from different perspectives.  
 

The OAC extends a very special, public thank you to the OAC Board of Director members who served during the 
2016-2020 period, for their dedication and tireless work. Their contributions are greatly appreciated and because 
of them, the OAC is now in an excellent position to look ahead to the work that needs to be done.  
 

Our new board includes parents, allies, autistic self-advocates and professionals who work in the field of autism. 
The OAC is also empowered by its collaborative efforts to include Northern representatives at the table, thereby 
amplifying a large number of voices from rural and remote locations in the North. This multifaceted team will work 
together to ensure that the community has access to the services they need throughout a lifetime. 
 

The 2020 Board of Directors membership is as follows: 
 

Executive Committee:  
President: Laura Kirby-McIntosh 
Vice-President, Research and Policy: Angela Brandt 
Vice-President, Community Outreach: Karen Bojti 
Secretary-Treasurer: Tia Riopel 
Past-President: Bruce McIntosh 
 

Autistic Self-Advocates: Elsbeth Dodman, Michau Van Speyk, Ryan Bowes, Philip Lerner 
 

Professionals: Tracie Lindblad, Elisha Chesler, Janet McDougall 
 

Allies: Rob Davis 
 

Parents: Gideon Sheps, Kerry Monaghan, Maria Garito, Tony Stravato, Martin Buckingham, Sean Staddon, Alina 
Cameron 
 

For further information:  
Laura Kirby-McIntosh, President (en anglais ou en français) 
416–315–7939  
Bruce McIntosh, Past President  
416–451–8315  


