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New Report Exposes Systemic Failures in  
Ontario's Special Education System 

Ontario Autism Coalition Calls for Urgent Action 
Toronto, ON - A new report released today by the Ontario Autism Coalition (OAC) reveals 
a worsening crisis in Ontario's special education system, with year-over-year analysis 
showing that conditions for students living with disabilities are not improving and, in 
many cases, are deteriorating. 

Drawing on community-generated data, frontline accounts, and cross-sector analysis, the 
report highlights a system under sustained strain, where chronic underfunding and lack 
of coordinated supports are leaving students increasingly excluded and underserved. 

"This report confirms what families have been experiencing for years. The system is 
collapsing," said Alina Cameron, President of the Ontario Autism Coalition. "Children are 
being left without access to education, and families are being thrown into a life-altering 
crisis." 

The report's year-over-year findings point to persistent and worsening challenges across 
the province, including: 

● Continued & increasing use of modified schedules, exclusions, and reduced school days 
● Ongoing shortages of educational assistants and specialized supports 
● Growing gaps between identified student needs and available resources 
● Rising pressure on families to fill systemic gaps without adequate support 

The findings also reveal how the province's failure to deliver timely supports, like the 
Ontario Autism Program (OAP), is creating a massive service gap that is being offloaded 
onto schools, shifting responsibility onto an education system that cannot fill those gaps 
with more resources, funding, and appropriately trained staff. 

"When supports don't exist in schools, and they don't exist in the community, families are 
left with nowhere to turn," Cameron added. "This is how children end up in crisis; not 
because of their needs, but because the system has failed to meet them." 
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Kate Dudley-Logue, Vice President of the Ontario Autism Coalition and longtime 
advocate, emphasized the broader implications of the findings. 

"We are not seeing progress; we are seeing regression," said Dudley-Logue. "Year after 
year, families are being told to wait, to cope, to make do. Meanwhile, children are losing 
critical time, and the gaps in support are growing wider. This is not sustainable, and it is 
not acceptable." 

Advocates warn that without immediate intervention, the long-term consequences for 
students, including lost learning, increased mental health challenges, and deeper system 
involvement, will continue to escalate. 

The Ontario Autism Coalition is calling on the provincial government to take urgent, 
coordinated action, including: 

● Enforce accountability and transparency: Ensure IEPs are implemented through 
audits, clear recourse mechanisms, province-wide tracking and public reporting of 
formal and informal exclusions 

● Make inclusion meaningful: Define inclusion by outcomes; with adequate staffing, 
stable programming, enforceable supports, and a continuum of placements based on 
student need 

● Strengthen system capacity: Align funding with actual needs, establish minimum 
staffing standards, and stabilize the workforce through improved compensation, 
training, and working conditions 

● Protect student safety and rights: Regulate the use of calming rooms with 
enforceable standards, oversight, and mandatory documentation 

● Restore oversight and standards: Protect the role of trustees and SEACs, and 
implement AODA K–12 education standards with clear timelines and enforcement 

● Fix upstream service gaps: Address failures in programs like the Ontario Autism 
Program (OAP) to prevent unmet needs from being downloaded onto schools 

"This is an escalating crisis," said Dudley-Logue. "Every year that passes without 
meaningful change makes the situation worse. Ontario can fix this; what's missing is the 
political will." 

The full report is available at: https://tinyurl.com/ontarioautismcoalition 
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