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2024-25 OAC

SPEC EDU SURVEY REPORT

The Ontario Autism Coalition (OAC) Special Education Survey
provides a province-wide snapshot of the experiences of students
with disabilities and their families across Ontario's publicly funded
education system.

With 657 responses across 64 school boards, the findings reveal a
system under strain, where access to education is inconsistent,
unsafe, and too often conditional on advocacy rather than rights.

Methodology

The survey was distributed province-wide and open to families
and individuals accessing special education supports. Responses
were collected from August-September 2025 and reflect
experiences across urban, suburban, rural, and northern
communities.

Key Findings
In School, But Not Accessing_Education

e 60% report inconsistent or no access to the curriculum.
» 43% say their child is not receiving a meaningful education.
Students are present in classrooms, but not consistently learning.

IEPs Exist, But Are Not Delivered
* 87% of students have an IEP, yet 50% report that
accommodations are inconsistently followed.

» 66% receive little or no follow-up.
IEPs are not functioning as enforceable tools for access.

Exclusion Is Widespread and Systemic

o 33% excluded from parts of school (classes, trips, etc.).

« 26% on modified schedules (increasing significantly).

* 6% remain fully excluded from school entirely.
Students are being removed, reduced, or pushed out when
supports are not available.

Safety Is Not Guaranteed

* 66% of families worry about safety.
» 74% report at least one safety concern during the school year.
« Bullying is the most common issue.

Safety is a persistent, system-wide concern.

System Capacity Is Driving_ Outcomes
* 35% of modified schedules due to lack of resources.

» 100% of fully excluded students lacked needed
accommodations.
This is not about student need; it is about system failure.

Families Are Forced to Escalate to Access Basic Supports

* 29% of students needed the advocacy of a school board trustee

at least once during the school year.
» Equivalent to ~102,000 students province-wide.

Families are not accessing support through normal school
processes; they are being forced into escalation to secure basic
rights. It is the trustees who are helping them.

ONTARIO AUTISM COALITION

Insights and Interpretation
The data show a system where:

« Supports are documented but not implemented

« Access is inconsistent and unstable

« Families must advocate constantly to secure basic rights
Education policy is not being realized in practice.

Recommendations

1.Enforce IEP Accountability

¢ Implement audits, clear escalation pathways, and enforceable recourse when
accommodations are not delivered.

2. Accommodated Inclusion

e Define inclusion by outcomes (safety, access, and learning) not just
placement. Ensure adequate staffing, specialized supports, stable
programming, and enforceable accommodations.

3.Track and Report Exclusions

e Mandate province-wide tracking and public reporting of both formal and
informal (soft) exclusions, including disability context and accommodation
status.

4.Regulate Use of Calming Rooms

o Establish binding standards for calming/seclusion rooms, including
documentation, parent notification, oversight, and prohibition of unsafe use.

5.Fund Based on Actual Need

¢ Index funding to inflation and reform formulas to reflect real student needs in
different geographies. Ensure funds reach direct supports. Special education
funding is a legal obligation.

6.Set Minimum Staffing_Standards

« Establish enforceable ratios for EAs, special education teachers, and clinical
supports. Without capacity, IEPs remain unenforceable.

7.Stabilize the Workforce

e Improve compensation, job security, and working conditions to address
burnout and turnover. Establish worker-directed training standards.

8.Protect Democratic Oversight
e Preserve trustee authority and SEAC transparency. Do not weaken
accountability through further centralization.
9.Restore a Full Continuum of Placements
e Guarantee access to specialized and mainstream options based on need, not
cost. Prevent program closures without equivalent supports.
10.Implement AODA Standards
e Adopt the 2022 K-12 Education Standards as binding regulation with
timelines and enforcement.
1. Eix Upstream Supports (e.g., OAP)
* With only ~23% of registered children receiving core clinical services funding,
unmet needs are shifting into classrooms. Education reformm must be paired
with adequate disability services, and for all disabilities.

Next Steps
Findings from this survey will guide the OAC’s 2025-26 advocacy strategy,
including:

e Public awareness campaigns on exclusion & access

¢ Policy advocacy for the education system accountability

e Continued annual data collection to track system performance

Inclusion without support is not inclusion; it is exclusion by another name
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